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Marathon Ends Drought for Murray and Britain

By GREG EISP

Laks Werslaey nighd s b Uratad Sl Open,
Saran Conncry dasoed and Movis Spodcy clappod
s the capadiy orowd ap rrhor s Risclerm
kil il podivd S wibih, ARdy Moy, Sl
Ll pofoinls Eaan beadbma], oovibied B
rraoast wvi Bty hards, pesipotcdod i dnlolad

The oroed ébcorod for Muarray. lor Bnian, ko
1he e B ey i e for rarty [y bewary
Whon The madch ondod, afidr Pebvall Dipkowic™s
sOTwRGD ITEarn amilod kanp, Murrsy Pl bocorme e
foni Hnish mua 0 capogre @ Grasd Slam snpos
champonatop e Frod Pomy m TR

Thi [l soees was 78 (18], T-5, 146, 36, 6L A8
of B, o S o Sovrmasd, heavid @ siEh of poled
Be s dnpd droughl which aenns] whon

Prarsr wras bt & devenis rhameira ind el & Baane

[+
i"_ ELECTION 22
A Boost for Obama

Prarsbeleral Cfsarras madssrdl s
wEary IR A e kb B
ke, ot ke g hdrm for EBe Arudl
Vit airbon e o il f; el iy
s i e i Bank by it s b S
O i Pddinfiigg he painil di
Vil spinL i Elemioe: Day in &
sy séron pow pontan. Mr.
Rowssme s fare s Caland D
il Oy ol faks i
s high™ bt woeel) ned Laed
BT MM FUTERSED AN NEY
EELENTY PADE AR

Senate Cantrol Unessiain

i s B vl s dEE e aaa B s sd i

Communist Leader’s Absence
Sets Off Rumor Mills in China

Wy LN R Sy

RELIENG = The siramgs divugs
prodsrag Proem paabdin visow olf Chi
RS ETHENRET BW losler i
T TiE A YA Ol S il
o iy Ihe Caitifriing Fal
W% 'ﬂllilit A0 e il ol
(TTH L

Orvr Bhay pand wepok, ithay e
Teador, Ko finpdng Baa meesod ol
keas o MRl e g
Wil foeeeEn dytrilands, (Rdbal
g Tovotay of SwEe (Elary
Roafbuim Clopdon bisd Yoodng-wlay

S L FER . T e,

aubn sovedend w b & iy of;
Hachadl 1rnd 1 gty of kil lm =
L TeETge Pl & Wil DonncCTed
Pk elal ataresd o8 Bogand sied s
an siorview et Mr. Xi sighi
Piiayi- b i Pkl Balial1 dfLinCh
Whinsver I bl s,
My No's uneE
painnd  ab
TS O
st ) L
o ol whal i




Stumbling Upon a Castle in the Forest and Deciding to Finish It - NYTimes.com

N.Y./ Region

ADIRONDACKS JOURNAL
Stumbling Upon a Castle in the Forest and Deciding to
Finish It

Members of the Ramsgard family positioning a steel beam inside their medieval-style castle in Tupper Lake, N.Y.
NANCIE BATTAGLIA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

By LIZ LEYDEN
NOVEMBER 25, 2011

TUPPER LAKE, N.Y. — Moving through his unfinished mountain home, Andy
Ramsgard carries a leatherbound book full of sketches.

The sketches, when viewed in the open rooms of exposed concrete and scattered
tools, conjure a sense of what will be: the floating balcony to the great room, the
stone fireplace to gather around, the crenelated parapet rimming the rooftop — “So
we can rain arrows down on unwanted intruders below,” he explained.

Up a winding road in this Adirondack town, past small houses stacked with
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firewood and marked by snowmobile trails, a castle rises in the forest.

Four stories of thick concrete, a spiral staircase and a turret stand amid white pines
and cedar. The rooftop tower is yet to come, but it is in the sketches, as well as
secret passageways and a spy hole hidden in a painting.

Tosh, the family's golden retriever, outside of the castle.
NANCIE BATTAGLIA FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

Oh, and there will be a drawbridge.

“When people think of castles, it’s mostly Cinderella stories,” Mr. Ramsgard, an
architect, said. “My goal is to be halfway between Robin Hood and Monty Python.”

Like a knight on a quest, Mr. Ramsgard, 46, is trying to finish a project a quarter of
a century in the making.

Two years ago, his wife, Sherie, read about some unusual property for sale in
Tupper Lake, a small northern town of about 6,000 people: 20 acres, including an
unfinished castle.

THE NEW YORK TIMES
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“I had to decide whether or not to tell him about it,” she said with a laugh. “I knew
what might happen.”

It was completely impractical for the Ramsgards, who lived more than three hours
away in Skaneateles, with their children, Ruby, 10, and Rex, 13.

But Mr. Ramsgard was intrigued, and one weekend, he made the long drive to
Tupper Lake.

“TI walked up and had to take a deep breath,” he said. The windows were boarded
up, and the inside was pitch black. A flashlight revealed what his feet already felt:
puddles.

“It was literally raining inside,” he said. “Think dungeon: dark, damp and dank.”

The castle had belonged to Edward Leary, a Tupper Lake resident with a passion
for medieval history. Mr. Leary, who had moved to the area to teach high school
Latin, traveled widely to study castle designs. He went to Boldt Castle in the
Thousand Islands region and to the famed Biltmore Estate in North Carolina. He
jotted ideas on envelopes, napkins and scraps of paper, until, in 1986, at age 40, he
bought his land.

“Ed loved the Adirondacks,” his sister Karen Watson said. “There are a lot of
eccentric people there, and that spirit of doing things your own way lent itself to
what Ed wanted to do.”

For years, Mr. Leary savored the work, doing most of it with help from a friend who
was a mason. He petitioned the Adirondack Park Agency for permission to build a
stone tower — 20 feet higher than the park allowed — atop his kingly retreat.
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The tower, he wrote, would “lend a definite aura of neo-Gothic enchantment to the
surrounding area.” The agency granted his request, but in 2009, before he reached
the roof, Mr. Leary, 62, died from a staph infection.

His story, and his passion, struck a chord in Mr. Ramsgard.

“He really went out and did it,” he said. “People dream about a lot of things, but life
gets in the way sometimes.”

In 2008, Sherie Ramsgard learned she had breast cancer. Within months, Mr.
Ramsgard punctured a lung in a biking accident. As he recovered, she endured a
double mastectomy. In a way, Mrs. Ramsgard said, those hardships led them to the
castle door.

“It made us rethink our life and what we wanted to do with it,” she said. “We
realized we just wanted to be with our family.”

They said yes to the castle. They conquered heights, installing lofty ceiling beams,
and performed feats of strength, dragging nearly 100 bags of concrete mix, each
one 80 pounds, up the spiral staircase to complete what Mr. Leary had begun.

“Buns and thighs, baby,” Mrs. Ramsgard said.
“The castle workout,” he laughed.

Their weekends revolve around the castle, whether they are cutting windows,
hanging hand-stenciled arches or scouring junk shops for shields and swords for
the armory.

There will be six bedrooms, all with a subtle theme from a classic medieval game:
chess. One of the six and a half bathrooms will be accessible through a secret door
in a library bookcase.

The Ramsgards have exhausted two cement mixers and eaten countless takeout
picnics outside among the trees, but lately they have begun to see their own story
imprinted within its walls: at the machine where Ruby spent hours cutting steel
bars to support concrete; in the rooftop chimney hole, where Mrs. Ramsgard found
Rex napping in the sun.

Thomas Shaheen, a neighbor and a retiree, marveled at the family’s work.

“TI've watched that go up since the first block and can’t believe where it is now,” he
said. “It was a real labor of love. Ed would be so happy to see that somebody
wanted to keep it going.”
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The family has grown its own castle dreams: a suit of armor for Rex, an archery
course for Ruby, a wine cellar doubling as a screening room for movies like “A
Knight’s Tale.”

And while there is much work to be done, Mr. Ramsgard is already sketching out
the ultimate castle-warming party: Dec. 12, 2012.

“We didn’t get to write the beginning of this story, but we get to write the middle,
and that’s good enough,” Mr. Ramsgard said. “This castle will live on long past us,
but we get to be a part of it. For now, we’re appreciating the moment.”
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